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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  

 

SUBJECT: Washington State Satellite Accumulation Areas and Ignitable Wastes 
 

Q: Last week’s Two Minute Training (2MT), stated that the Federal satellite accumulation area (SAA) regulations 

do not specifically reference container management requirements for ignitable, reactive or incompatible wastes; 

however, the 2MT also stated that Washington State did incorporate additional container management standards 

to address ignitable, reactive and incompatible wastes since State regulations can be more stringent than the 

Federal regulations.  Concerning the reference to WA State SAAs being subject to “ignitable, reactive and 

incompatible wastes” requirements, did you over-generalize the additional SAA requirements by Washington 

State for ignitable wastes? 

 

A: Yes I did! 

 

WAC 173-303-200(2), “Satellite accumulation” and subparagraph (a)(i) requires that a Washington satellite 

accumulation area also comply with: 

 

WAC 173-303-630(2) Condition of containers. 

WAC 173-303-630(4)  Compatibility of waste with containers. 

WAC 173-303-630(5) Management of containers. 

(a) (Keep containers closed except when adding or removing) 

(b) (Don’t manage a container and cause it to rupture or leak) 

WAC 173-303-630(8) Special requirements for ignitable and reactive wastes.  

(a) (Reactive wastes must be stored per the International Fire Code) 

WAC 173-303-630(9) Special requirements for incompatible wastes  

(a) (Don’t mix incompatible wastes in the same container) 

(b) (Don’t place waste in unwashed container that held an incompatible waste) 

 

Even though WAC 173-303-630(8), “Special requirements for ignitable and reactive wastes” [emphasis added] 

is mentioned, ONLY subparagraph (8)(a) applies which concerns reactive wastes being managed in a manner 

equivalent to the International Fire Code’s “American Table of Distances for Storage of Explosives” or “Table of 

Separation Distances for Low Explosives”, or the version adopted by the local fire district.  Subparagraph (8)(b) 

does not apply which concerns designing, operating, and maintaining ignitable waste and reactive waste (other 

than reactive waste is (8)(a)), container storage equivalent to the International Fire Code.  Therefore, WA State 

SAAs are not subject to (8)(b). 

 

 SUMMARY: 

 

 The Federal SAA regulations do not specifically reference container management requirements for ignitable, 

reactive or incompatible wastes. 

 

 The Washington State SAA regulations do specifically reference additional container management requirements 

including for reactive and incompatible wastes, i.e., WAC 173-303-630(8)(a), (9)(a) and (9)(b). 

 

 The Washington State SAA regulations do not specifically reference additional container management 

requirements for ignitable wastes, i.e., WAC 173-303-630(8)(b) does not apply. 

 

Excerpts from WAC 173-303-200 and WAC 173-303-630 are attached to the e-mail.  If you have any questions, please contact 

me at "Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov” or at (509) 376-6620. 
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 

 

SUBJECT: Washington State Satellite Accumulation Areas and Ignitable Wastes 
 

WAC 173-303-200 Accumulating dangerous waste on-site. 

 

(2) Satellite accumulation. 

(a) A generator may accumulate as much as fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous 

waste (as defined in WAC 173-303-040) in containers at or near any point of generation where waste initially 

accumulates (defined as a satellite accumulation area in WAC 173-303-040). The satellite area must be under the 

control of the operator of the process generating the waste or secured at all times to prevent improper additions of 

wastes to a satellite container. Satellite accumulation is allowed without a permit provided the generator: 

 

(i) Complies with WAC 173-303-630 (2), (4), (5) (a) and (b), (8)(a), and (9) (a) and (b); and 

 

(ii) Complies with subsection (1)(d) [major risk markings] of this section. 

 

(b) When fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous waste (as defined in WAC 173-303-

040) is accumulated, the container(s) must be marked immediately with the accumulation date and moved within three 

days to a designated storage or accumulation area. 

 

(c) On a case-by-case basis the department may require the satellite area to be managed in accordance with all or some 

of the requirements under subsection (1) of this section, if the nature of the wastes being accumulated, a history of 

spills or releases from accumulated containers, or other factors are determined by the department to be a threat or 

potential threat to human health or the environment. 

 

WAC 173-303-630 Use and management of containers. 

 

(2) Condition of containers. If a container holding dangerous waste is not in good condition (e.g., severe rusting, apparent 

structural defects) or if it begins to leak, the owner or operator must transfer the dangerous waste from the container to a 

container that is in good condition or manage the waste in some other way that complies with the requirements of chapter 173-

303 WAC. In addition, the owner or operator must address leaks and spills in accordance with the applicable provisions of 

WAC 173-303-145 and 173-303-360. 

 

(4) Compatibility of waste with containers. The owner or operator must use a container made of or lined with materials which 

will not react with, and are otherwise compatible with, the dangerous waste to be stored, so that the ability of the container to 

contain the waste is not impaired. 

 

(5) Management of containers. 

(a) A container holding dangerous waste must always be closed, except when it is necessary to add or remove waste. 

 

(b) A container holding dangerous waste must not be opened, handled, or stored in a manner which may rupture the 

container or cause it to leak. 
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 

 

SUBJECT: Washington State Satellite Accumulation Areas and Ignitable Wastes 
 

WAC 173-303-630 Use and management of containers. 

(8) Special requirements for ignitable or reactive waste. 

(a) Containers holding reactive waste exhibiting a characteristic specified in WAC 173-303-090 (7)(a)(vi), (vii) or 

(viii) must be stored in a manner equivalent to the International Fire Code's "American Table of Distances for Storage 

of Explosives" Table 3304.5.2(2) or "Table of Separation Distances for Low Explosives" Table 3304.5.2(3), 2003 

edition, or the version adopted by the local fire district. 

 

(b) The owner or operator must design, operate, and maintain ignitable waste and reactive waste (other than a reactive 

waste which must meet (a) of this subsection) container storage in a manner equivalent with the International Fire 

Code. Where no specific standard or requirements are specified in the International Fire Code, or in existing state or 

local fire codes, applicable sections of the NFPA Pamphlet #30, "Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code," must be 

used. The owner/operator must also comply with the requirements of WAC 173-303-395 (1)(d).   

 

[NOT APPLICABLE TO WASHINGTON STATE SAAs] 

 

 

(9) Special requirements for incompatible wastes. 

(a) Incompatible wastes, or incompatible wastes and materials must not be placed in the same container, unless WAC 

173-303-395 (1)(b) is complied with. 

 

(b) Dangerous waste must not be placed in an unwashed container that previously held an incompatible waste or 

material.  

 


